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Request for Intervenor Funds 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TO THE SECRETARY: 
 I hereby provide a request for intervenor funds in the following Article 10 case before the NYS Board on 
Electric Generation Siting and the Environment: 
 

Case Number: 
 

Title of Case: 
 
 
 
 

Name of Party: 
 

Contact Person: 
 

Firm Name: 
 

Contact Address: 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Telephone Number: 
 

Contact E-mail Address: 
 

Amount of Funds Requested: 
 

  

Instructions:  Provide all applicable information by filling in the text boxes as indicated.   
If necessary, attach additional information in a separate document.   

 

This request is to be submitted either electronically (preferred) or by regular mail.   
 
To submit this request electronically, save your changes and attach it to an e-mail sent to:  
  secretary@dps.ny.gov 
 
To submit this request by regular mail, print it and mail it to: 
  Secretary,  
  NYS Board on Electric Generation  
  Siting and the Environment 
  3 Empire State Plaza 
  Albany, NY 12223 

 

Copies must also be submitted to the Presiding Examiner and other parties to the proceeding. 



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
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 The basis of eligibility for intervenor funds is as follows:  (Check one) 
 
 Eligible Municipal Party [County, city, town or village located in New York State that may be affected by the proposed 

major electric generating facility] 
 
 Eligible Individual Local Party [Person residing in a community who may be individually affected by the proposed major 

electric generating facility] 
 
 Eligible Group Local Party [Persons residing in a community who may be collectively affected by the proposed major 

electric generating facility] 
 

1(a) Provide a statement of the number of persons the requesting party represents: 
 
 
 
 
 
1(b) Provide a statement of the nature of the interests the requesting party represents: 
 
 
 
 
 
2(a) Provide a statement of the efforts that have been made to obtain funds from other sources: 
 
 
 
 
 
2(b) Provide a statement of the availability of funds from the resources of the requesting party: 
 
 
 
 
 
2(c) Provide a statement of the availability of funds from the resources of sources other than the 

requesting party: 
 
 
 
 
 
3(a) Indicate the type of funds being sought:  (Check one) 
 
 Pre-Application Stage Funds [Generally available upon the filing by the Project Applicant of a Preliminary Scoping 

Statement (PSS)] 
 
 Application Stage Funds [Generally available upon the filing by the Project Applicant of an Article 10 Application]  



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
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3(b) State the amount of funds being sought: 
 
 
 
 
 
4(a) If expert witnesses, consultants, attorneys, or others are to be employed, provide to the extent 

possible, the name and qualifications of each person to be employed: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
 

Page RFIF-4 

4(b) If expert witnesses, consultants, attorneys, or others are to be employed and it is not possible to 
provide the name of each person to be employed, provide for each person that cannot be named a 
statement of the necessary professional qualifications for the person: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Provide, if known, the name of any other interested person or entity who may, or is intending to, 

employ any such expert witnesses, consultants, attorneys, or others: 
 
 
 
 
 
  



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
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6(a) For all expert witnesses, consultants, attorneys, or others to be employed, provide a detailed 
statement of the services to be provided: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6(b) For all expert witnesses, consultants, attorneys, or others to be employed, provide a detailed basis for 

the fees requested, including hourly fee, wage rate, and expenses: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
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6(c) For all expert witnesses, consultants, attorneys, or others to be employed during the Pre-Application 
Stage, provide a detailed statement specifying how such services and expenses will make an effective 
contribution to review of the Preliminary Scoping Statement and the development of an adequate 
scope of appropriate studies for the application to be submitted and thereby provide early and 
effective public involvement: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
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6(d) For all expert witnesses, consultants, attorneys, or others to be employed during the Application Stage, 
provide a detailed statement specifying how such services and expenses will contribute to the 
compilation of a complete record as to the appropriateness of the site and facility and will facilitate 
broad participation in the proceeding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
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7(a) For any study to be performed, a description of the purpose of the study:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7(b) For any study to be performed, a description of the methodology and a statement of the rationale 

supporting the methodology: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7(c) For any study to be performed pursuant to any proposed methodology that is new or original, 

explaining why pre-existing methodologies are insufficient or inappropriate: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
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7(d) For any study to be performed, provide a description of the timing for completion of the study and a 
statement of the rationale supporting the timing proposed: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8(a) For any study to be performed, a statement as to the result of any effort made to encourage the 

applicant to perform the proposed studies or evaluations and the reason it is believed that an 
independent study is necessary: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 For all expert witnesses, consultants, attorneys, or others to be employed, provide a copy of any 

contract or agreement or proposed contract or agreement with each such expert witness, consultant, 
attorney, or other person. 

 
  



IF NECESSARY, ATTACH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 
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10 Provide a statement of any additional justification for the funding request not already addressed 
above: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Radio Button1: Yes
	Radio Button2: Yes
	Case Number: CASE 15-F-0122
	Case Title: Baron Winds Wind Project
	Party Name: Steuben Citizens for Responsible Wind Siting
	Contact: Robin A. Phenes
	Firm: 
	Address: 6347 McBeth RoadCanisteo, NY 14823
	Telephone: 585-507-0745
	E-Mail: raphenes@outlook.com
	Amount of Funds: $52,500
	Text 1: The requesting party will represent all residents and landowners within the Towns of Avoca, Cohocton, Dansville, Fremont, Howard, and Wayland and adjoining areas who may be affected by industrial wind turbines, transmission lines, access roads, meteorological towers, laydown areas, and the operation and maintenance building associated with the Baron Winds Project and the cumulative impacts of the existing wind facilities in the Towns of Cohocton and Howard.  Until a specific design layout is provided for the Baron Winds Project, it is impossible to identify the number of persons involved and ensure they have an opportunity to participate in the citizen group that is currently being formed.  For that reason, a motion to extend the time period to apply for intervenor funds is being requested.
	Text 2: The requesting party represents landowners and residents within the Baron Winds Project site and in the areas surrounding the project footprint who will be potentially negatively impacted by improperly sited wind turbines.  Members of this group include current residents in the Town of Howard who are already negatively impacted by the existing wind facility in the Town of Howard, and who want to ensure that proper evaluation of noise impacts, shadow flicker, visual impacts, construction impacts and other impacts are independently evaluated by experts to allow proper and fair setbacks for the landowners and residents in the newly proposed Baron Winds project, who are also members of this party.
	Text 3: Because this citizen group in currently forming and will not be able to include all interested stakeholders until a more specific design layout is identified in the Baron Winds Project, limited outreach had been performed to obtain funds from other sources.  For that reason, a motion to extend the time period to apply for intervenor funds is being requested.
	Text 4: Because this citizen group in currently forming and will not be able to include all interested stakeholders until a more specific design layout is identified in the Baron Winds Project, a statement of the availability of funds from the resources of the requesting party is not currently available.  For that reason, a motion to extend the time period to apply for intervenor funds is being requested.
	Text 5: The requesting party has been made aware that 50% of the intervenor funds in the Baron Winds Project have been reserved for municipalities, so the requesting party will attempt to work with the Towns of Avoca, Cohocton, Dansville, Fremont, Howard, and Wayland and adjoining municipalities which may be affected by the Baron Winds Project in order to ensure fair and independent evaluations of the industrial wind project, and to ensure that the best studies possible will be conducted for the residents and landowners within these municipalities.
	Text 6: $52,500
	Text 7: Expert witnesses and consultants have not been identified at this time.  The attorney retained is Gary Abraham, who specializes in Private public interest law focusing on environmental and land use regulation, administrative proceedings and civil litigation.  He has been involved in the review of several industrial wind facilities on behalf of concerned residents and landowners.  
	Text 8: At the very least, a licensed Acoustical Engineer will be employed to monitor noise impacts at existing facilities and assess potential noise impacts at the proposed facilites. A Wildlife Biologist will be also employed to assess impacts to wildlife.  
	Text 9: The requesting party hopes that municipalities within the project area would also employ an Acoustical Engineer to assess the potential noise impacts to residents, and we wish to coordinate with the municipalities to ensure the best studies and reviews are undertaken on behalf of the residents and landowners within the Baron Winds Project area.
	Text 10: A detailed statement of all the services to be provided is not available at this time because all individuals to be employed have not yet been identified.  For this reason, a motion to extend the time period to apply for intervenor funds is being requested.
	Text 11: At this time, a detailed account of the fees is not available because specific experts and consultants have not been identified.  
	Text 12: The Acoustical Engineer will identify and appropriate study and methodology to assess noise impacts at existing wind facilities in the Towns of Cohocton and Howard, which border the proposed Baron Wind Project to the north and south.  Residents in these areas are experiencing negative impacts from the industrial wind turbines, and proper assessment of these problems is necessary to ensure the impacts are minimized within the proposed Baron Wind Project. Results from this study will be directly applicable to the proposed project due to similarities in environmental conditions and close proximity to the existing wind facilities.  
	Text 13: Noise assessments are an important consideration for the appropriateness of the site and facility.  Attorneys and expert acoustical engineers will be able to review documents and conduct appropriate studies to ensure that as much information as possible is available to concerned parties, and ensure all residents and landowners who would not be able to collect this important information individually will be represented in the proceeding.
	Text 14: A post-construction noise study will be performed within the existing wind facilities in the Towns of Howard and Cohocton.  Current residents and landowners within these existing industrial facilities are experiencing negative impacts from noise, but the only post-construction noise studies conducted in response to complaints were completed by consultants employed by the wind companies themselves.  Independent noise impact studies conducted at existing problem areas will allow for complete and proper assessments of setback distances to residences, structures, and non-participating property lines to ensure that residents and landowners within the Baron Winds Project area do not undergo the same impacts.  This results from this study will be provided to involved municipalities, and it is hoped that the municipalities will also apply for intervenor funding to adequately assess noise issues in cooperation with this study. 
	Text 15: Until an Acoustical Engineer is specifically retained and consulted for this study, the methodology and statement of the rationale supporting the methodology is not known.  For this reason, a motion to extend the time period to apply for intervenor funds is being requested.
	Text 16: To our knowledge, current methodologies do not include assessments of noise impacts at various elevations downwind of the operational turbines.  It has been identified that many noise impacts occur when wind speeds on ground level are minimal, but wind speeds at higher elevations are greater than those at ground level.  Until an Acoustical Engineer is specifically retained and consulted for this study, the methodology is not known.  For this reason, a motion to extend the time period to apply for intervenor funds is being requested.
	Text 17: We anticipate that noise impacts will be assessed at existing wind facilities in Cohocton and Howard during all seasons of the year, but until an Acoustical Engineer is specifically retained and consulted for this study, the timing for the completion of a study is not known.  For this reason, a motion to extend the time period to apply for intervenor funds is being requested.
	Text 18: An independent study is necessary to assess current and ongoing noise impacts at existing wind facilities in Cohocton and Howard because it is important that the wind companies are not aware of the timing and location of the noise monitoring.  A major criticism of noise impact assessments conducted in Howard was that the study was conducted by a consulting firm employed the wind company and they could knowingly manipulate the direction and speed of wind turbines to artificially bias the results of the noise impact study.  The residents and landowners within the proposed Baron Winds Project deserve a fair and unbiased assessment of noise impacts at existing facilities in order for appropriate setback distances to be identified.
	Text 19: For all of the reasons mentioned above, especially the lack of specific location information for the Baron Winds Project and the fact that this citizen group requesting funds is currently being convened, a motion to extend the time period to apply for intervenor funds is being requested.


